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Old Engliſimans 
1 E T T E R 8 


FOR THE 
Poor of OLD Ex dLAN b. 


In Wulcn 1s PROVED; 


That indepeiidant of relieving the Poor and 

middling People of England, it is the true 
Intereſt of England as well as Ireland, 

to allow the free Importation of Tallow; 

Cattle, and Hides from Ireland; and that 
nothing will diſtreſs the common — 
more: 


"i WILLIAM HOMER; \K 


Bujr ed is the. Man that r the Pior, the Lord 
Halt deliver him in the Time of Trouble. P alm xli. 1. 


| l. o N DON. 


Printed by J. Suirh, near Wellcloſe-Squate; 
for the Beneffe of the AuTHOR,' and Sold at 
the late Mr. Comvrnws's, Bookſcller, under 
the Royal Exchange. 1758. 


| ( Price One Shilling. ) 
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"RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Sir CuanLEs As@IiLL Kant. 
LORD MAYOR 


O F THE 


City of LO N Do N. 
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My Tru Gd Lord; 


T I. could pity the Poor in the 
1 Days of my Proſperity, my own 
many and great Misfortunes have 
ong ſince taught me to feel 1 4 
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Calamity that affect them, with 4 
Brothers Love; ; unable to aſſiſt 


them in their preſent great Diſtreß, 


Price of every, neceſſary Article of 
Life, with my Purſe, | I have con- 
tributet all Ae in 8 my Power 


with my Pen, by endeavouring to 
point out the Juſtice and Humanity 


Laws which 


of paſſing thoſe good 


are now under the Conſideration of 


the Legiſlature, and 1 doubt net 


will paſs: At the fame time I have 
endeavoured ta prove, that it is allo 


the true Intereſt of both England 
and Ireland to allow the free Im- 
portation of Tallow, Cattle, and 


Hides from thence, und that it 
Enemy. . £ 


will . of ads a e 


ON 


P BD FCAT ION i 


jlfres 4 mill abler Pen 
es 46 ufer £6 your Lordhip' Chas 
racer, I ſhall wave the Attempt; 
were I ever ſo capable of drawing the 
amiable Portrais, 1 ſhould” but of- 
fend that Modeſty which is inſepa- 
rable from true Virtue, that kind 
Conde ſoenſion with which your 
Lordſhip has always treated me in 
my preſent low Eſtate, and that 
tender Repard for the Poor which 
induced your Lordſhip fo readily to 
permit your reſpectable Name to be 
prefix d to this Work, whoſe prin- 


cipal Object is their Relief, 


the High Office your Fellow Citi- 
zens have inveſted you with, with as 


2 your Lordſhip may go thre' / 


much Honour as you did the Laſt, 


- 
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OR 


HE Importation of Black Cattle 
; from Ireland to England was always 

J ermitted till King Charles the ſe- 
cond's Hin 


ime ; when ſome ſelfiſh Wretches, 

who had Eſtates in the grazing Counties of 
England, found Means to ſacrifice the Good 
of both Kingdoms to their Avarice; by get- 
ting a Law paſſed to prohibit the Impor- 
tation ; mug ug Ireland ſuffered at firſt, yet 
B Eng- | 
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Ep gland has ſince ſever ly felt che Effects of 
C 


turned themſelves to the Breeding of Sheep; 


again allowed. 


turers, upon whom the high Price of Can- 


lance ſhe gets by trading with us, nor our 
Subſidy, can = ſteady to our Intereſt. 


' (2) 


Ip 


narrow, Telfiſh Politicks, as the Iriſh, 
for Want of a Vent for their Black Cattle, 


whoſe Wool (as they are hindexed. from ex- 
porting it manufactured] is conſtantly ſmug- 
gled to our hereditary Enemies the French; 
who, by. the, Help of it, are able to under- 
fell us eyery Where, as one pack of Iriſh 
Wool will work up with two Packs of 
French, which would in a great Meaſure be 
prevented, were the Importation of Cattle 


The Mortality among the Cattle has ad- 
vanced the Price of all Kinds of Meat; and 
if it had not, I can ſee neither Juſtice or 
Reaſon, in letting five or fix Counties eat up 
the other 45, Were the Importation of Tal- 
low allowed, it would be a greater Eaſe to 
the Poor in general, and to moſt Manufac- 


dles bears very hard. At the fame time it 
would faye the, Public a great Sum, which 
we now pay our good Ally the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia; whom neither the enormous Bal- 


The Price of t Hides: has alſo, in a few 


Yeats 


0 3 3 
Yar; advanced from Eight- 1755 to 1 8 
28 per Pound; and if the Demand £ 
:xportation continues, our own Poor ns 
wear wooden Shoes, or go bare-foot; and 
therefore the Importation of Raw-hides from 
Ireland, - would as * to us, as it 
would be to them. 


9 I am no . I 


|, 
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cannot PREM to 


fy whether eg Soil that produces Flax, 


ll produce but I ſhould. think it 
ould, and cherel ore inſtead of our being 

9 5 upon (by the Wa 48 .of Amſterdam) 
by the Ruſſians, for thouſands . of Tons of 
tmp annually, we might, if we gave the 
Iriſh proper Encouragement, have it all from 
ence ; and they in return, would as cer- 
ly take. * Tue from 1 us in other 


. 
* 


As 10 the und Argument chat there R 


Danger in making the Iriſh rich, it has no 


Foundation in Reaſon ; there may be Dan- 
gerin making or keepin them poor, as he 
Tat hath not ing to 4 will be much rea- 
dier to join in any Scheme that is offered for 
a Change, as he may have a greater Chance 
to better his Condition, than the Man of Pro- 
perty who has none. Were they ever ſo 
n 5 rich 


1, 


(4 * 

FTY whilſt we have always an ther 
and by our Power at Ses, at l Ing 
Force we pleaſe upon them, which bi fo is 
it poffible for them ſo much as to attem 
to make ' themſelves independant of 
Crown of Great Britain? And as the French 
King's little Finger would be- heavier than 
the Loins of ours, they know better than 
to call him into their Aſſiſtance; were they 
to doi it, their Parliament would ſoon be re- 
2 to regiſter his Ediets, cheir Country 
op pulated to fill his Armies, and their 

alth drained to pay them, Indeed, the 
Pfoteſtants of Ireland, who - are flefſed of 
_ almoſt all the Lands of Ireland, at are not 
in the Poſſeſſion of the Engliſh, are too cloſe- 
ty connected to us by Intereſt, eyer to join 
in any Scheme to our , Detriment ; they 
know that no other Power can protect them 
in the free * of their Religion; that 
their Liberty, Property and Lives are ſafe 
under no other ; that if the Catholicks Were 
uppermoſt, they muſt all turn, or burn, and 
may be not (as was the Caſe in the great 
Maffacre) allowed their Choice: Beſides, 
many of the Nobility, as the Earls of Kil- 
dare, Arran, Besborough, Clanrichard, Hills- 
| borough, &c. have married into Engliſh 
2 fenen and reſide as much in e as 


(1 "Wb & 
* 


(5 5 

in Ireland; many oſ them have aer 
Gates here, and Seats, not only in the lower 
ouſe, but the Houſe of Peers alſo ; great 
Numbers, as Lord T. yraley, Lord Blakeney, 
Lord Ligonier, Sir William Rowley 
&c. have Commands in our Fleets ind Ar 
mies; and there is no Engliſh Proteſtant 
who has been in Ireland, hut will confeſs, 
that the Proteſtant Natives of that Country 
treat an Engliſhman with as much Reſpect 
and as great it Hoſpitality, as he can ly 
have at Home, and that no N are more 
loyal ; though the Dregs of the Country 
ire a Diſgrace to it, it is very unfair to form 
the Characters of the Nation from thence.. 
An iriſh Gentleman is allowed by all that 
known them, to be a Gentleman indeed. F 


Dur bumble Servant, . 
1 OLD ENGLISHMAN, 
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Top. ir is no Fr Maes to prove 
that the enhancing the Price o the 
Neceflaries of Life, is no Evil, and 'cotiſe. 
quentiy ſtands in no Need of Redrefs, I ex. 
pected a Reply from the En 1 455 and Fore- 
ſtallers, to mine of the 1 4th of March, but 
think they might have Keri! an abler Hand, 
than he who has under taken it; whom 
though 1 will Anfiwer, it is almoſt chrowing 
away both Powder and Shot. As he cannot 
anſwer me himſelf, he is for engaging the 
Legiſlature on his Side ; but unfortunately 
for his Cauſe, that 9. Body have eſpou- 
ſed the Cauſe of the Poor: If he would have 
done any Thing, he ſhould have proved 
that the prohibiting the Importation of Cat · 
tle from Ireland; has not advanced the Price 
of all Kinds of Butcher's Meat ; but as it is 
a known Truth, that the Price has not only 
been doubled, but trebled fince that Period, 
he very wiſely lets it alone, and endeavours 


to prove, that there is no Truth in * 
her 


ther Sir Joſiali ON or Mr. Joſhua Gee aſ- 
ſerts, that the Iriſh have encreaſed their Breed 
of Sheep; but ſuppoſing they have not, are 
a Set of Engroſſers to be left at Liberty ta 

ind the Faces of the Poor without Mercy? 
hüllt we haye the Remedy in our Hands, 
is it not prudent, juſt and humane, in ſup- 


be plying the Poor, of one Part of our Domi- 
* nions, with the Negeſſaries of Life from 
* another? Had my Scheme been to have 
1 brought Cattle from any other Place, he 
Ur might have clamoured; but in the p b 
l Cale, the Engliſh will only be ſupplied by 
hy their Fellow-lubjects, and in a t mea- 
ng ſure from their own Eſtates. If the Mor- 
8 tality amongſt the Cattle has ceaſed, it is a 
Ko eat Mercy; but as every thing keeps ri- 
4 age Price, one would think it had broke 
i oY out #freſh ; and therefore, as that Cauſe has 
* ceaſed, it can ariſe from no other than en- 
. groſſing, As to what he ſays upon the al- 
bh owing the Importation of Tallow, it is ſo 
= well, and fo fully anſwered in Wedneſday's 
* Gazetteer, that it is needleſs for me to re- 
nl ply. As to Leather, there may be ſome 
vo Sorts to be bought at the Prices he mentions ; - 
3 but Sole Leather, which was the Sort I. 
Is. poke off, is ſtill. at the Price I mentioned; 
"2 and there is no Man, who can afford to wear 


„ 
255 Due knows that he cotifider bl 
er . a 


1 „ 


"Fl We bara 


end not hi FOR I advan: 
Neha to the Character of the Prote- 
Aa Natives of that Country, and it does 
not interfere with the Scheme of Engroſſin 
he endeavours, as though he was on e Back 
of Black and all Black, on the Curragh of 
Kildare, to out gallop me in their Praiſe 
but he muſt excuſe my believing that he 
| ſhould rejoice to fee my Day, when that 
Barrier, "hich divides our Trade, might 
8 conſiſtently broken ; when at the ſame 
' time he. endeavoured to prevent its bog 
broke, and, as far as I cani ſee, with great 
Conſiſtency. How he can call an Importation 
of the Neceffaries of Life, a partial. one, I 
cannot conceive : The Partiality would lay 
in the Refuſal to admit them, *as the doing 
it would be attended with many great and 
A good Conſequences, and no bad ones ; and 
| a little time will ſhew, whether the Le- 
giſlature are not of my Opinion. The Spirit 
of Engrofling 1s got to a very great Height; 
the poor Barbers are obliged to pay fifty per 
Cent. Advance on their Oil; and if I am 
_ rightly informed, that indiſ nſible Neceſ- 
ſaty of Life, Sal, is in a all way, an, 
- van 


| 3 
variced no wag than ſixteen Pence per Buchel ; 
and happy it is, that the Sun cannot be en- 


„if it could we ſhould be obliged to 

fre a Shilling a Piece for the Sight of it, as 
would be as great a WM as the Ca- 
mel or Dromedary: x 


| It therefore well AEM the Wiloi and 
Humanity of the Legiſlature, to take the 
Poor under their. kind Protection, to break 
the . of the O Opp" preflor, and deliver 

the out of his T and as we have 
a Miniſter, who to the Eloquence of a 
Cicero, joins the ſteady unſhaken Virtue of 
a Cato, we have great Reaſon to hope, that 
a little Clamour from a few intere ed Per- 
ſons, will not deter him from purſuing Mea- 
ſures that dre calculated for the good of both 
Kingdoms. No Alteratioh cah be made 
wih affectin g the Intereſt of ſome Indivi- 
. but Salus Populi ſuprema Lex, is e- 
'Y lane Maxim . of all wiſe and | 
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8. I R, r edlen. | 
HN been too buſy to read the Pa- 
pers every Day, that of the 2oth paſt eſ- 
cap'd me till this Morning, or I ſhould have 
anſwered my doughty Antagoniſt before, I 
ain very ſorry I have put his Welch Blood up, 
and that he has no other Reſource than ſcur- 
rillity, as to the Hint of my being an Iriſh- 
man (cho it is what I ets le Goole. | 
Shot, as he Terms it, has flown very wide 
of the Mark, as my Family have poſſeſſed 
the Eſtate they now enjoy, in the : a 
England, theſs 200 Vears; and as the Place 
where One of the Branches reſide goes by the 
Family Name, in all Probability they have 
been ſeated there ever ſince the Conqueſt 75 
He is as bad a Markſman when he calls me 
2 Tallow- Chandler, had he taken me for a 
Merchant he had been much nearer the 
Truth, and indeed I once was a Leather 
Merchant, tho" not a Leather Engrofler, 7 
war To 


Pp 
: 


. 
F © 


it is their Opinion 


(n) 


I fhip'd @ Parcel of Leather to the Maderias, 


to purchaſe Wine for my own drinking; as 
to his ſuppoſin (becauls it was four Days 
before my Anſwer appeared) that I was four 
Days in drawing it up, I ſhould think 


meaner of my oven Capacity, than I do of 
© it requires a a 


his had 1 been four Hours, 
good deal of Scratching the Head to write in 


a bad Cauſe, it requires none in a good One. 


Were I diſpoſed to diſpute in the unfair Way 


he did in his firſt Anſwer, I could fill a Sheet 


of Paper in Exclaiming againſt the Indecen- 
cy, Inſolence, &c. of ſaying that the Impor- 


tation of Tallow: from Ireland will be atten- 


ded with many Inconveniencies, after one 
Branch'of the Legiſlature have declared, that 


Cattle; Tallow and Hides is (with proper 
Reſtriction) neceſſary; as to his Fears of the 
Tranſplanting the Trade for Candles from 
London to Liverpool and the Weſt, tis what 
the Tallow-Chandlers, whoſhould know th eir 
own”Intereſt beſt, are in no Apprehe nſion 


about, if they were they would not be for 
the Importation; as to his denying that Tal- 


low never was engroſs d, he muſt excuſe me 


as I know the Contrary, if a Perſon's laying 
_ out” Thouſands in Tallow (who was neither 


Butcher, Tallow-Chandler nor Soap Boiler) 
8 1 1 | . | C 2 | : * | . 
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might be benefited by the Prohibition, yet the 


| (1) 
and locking it up till it came to his Price i 
not engroſſing, I contels I do not know. what 
is meant by che Word engroſſing, perha 
he will give it the, ſoft Name of Laying ithy 
for a Market; indeed upon the Whole he 
had better have let me alone. In regard to 
what I adyanced upon the Iriſhi's turning to 
the Breeding of Sheep, upon ihe Prohibition 
of the ü of Black. Cattle; in the 
firſt Place, he by ſaying that I aſſereted that 
they had beglectel their Breed of Cattle, and 
turned themſelves entirely almoſt (of which 1 
can't make En gliſh) to qo Breed. of Sheep, 
has put Words into my Mouth I never ſaid, 
in Order to confute me, which he thinks he 
has done; however, if he will; gve himſelf the 
Trouble to read the Speech of that True Pa- 
triot and Father of the Poor, Mr. Papillon, 
Who was N ember for Dover when 0 Bill 
ſor Prohibiting the Importation of Cattle was 
depending, 3 — 4 in the London Chronicle, 
he will find, that, that truly good Man aſſert- 
ed in the Houſe, that the Breed of Sheep in 
Ireland was greatly increaſed, by the Prohi- 
bition of Black Cattle, and that hot rhaps 
one tenth Part of the People of England 


e Nine Parts = be Sufferers ; and 
ong Experichce have proved him a True 
3 
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ing the Breed of Black Cattle in char King- 
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/ ( 13 ) | | 
Prophet, If 40,000! Packs of Triſh Varn 
been im 


dom 5 and tho” no Man living wiſhes more Ty 
than Ido, that our Poor had the Spinning of 


i, yet if ne Legiſlatire- apon mature Deli- 


bration, found chat the introducing” Raw- 


Frauds, and therefore allowed the Importati- 

on of Yarn, as it has 8 the French 
ee Times that Quantity - 

into Cloth, and conſequently increaſed the 


from working up thręe 


Demand of that Commodity from England, 
it was a right meaſure: As to Leather, mine 
of To-Day is a ſufficent Anſwer, and I think 


the Engroſſers of Cattle and Tallow have 
not been quite ſo wiſe in their Generation, as 
thoſe in Leather, as the Crowding Smithfield . 


Market with Cattle for a few Days, would 
have lowered the Price of Meat and Tallow, 


and furniſh'd them with the knock-down 


Argument of the Importation's not being ne- 
— -+ 0 | > 


He has alſo taken Advantage of an Error 


of the Preſs, to accuſe me of not underſtand- 


ing Engliſh, tho' every candid Reader knows, 


that a Man who has no other Intereſt than 
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that of the Publick. to ſerve, has methin 
elſe to do beſides Correcting of the Preſs, and 


the leaving out the Word only, in mine of 
2 quite alters the Senſe of the Para- 


” _ 
5 * — * 
ö . o 
A 5 4” T 1 | 7 þ* { {T1 . ; "4 
: * 
0 - d . 
* = 


| As he will in all Probability in gew Day 
be anſwered by a much higher Authority, 


is * n — 
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In having been artfully infinuated in Two 
of the Daily Papers, that as Raw Hides 
and Calves Skins (tho the Thiſtle is mum- 
bled in regard to Leather) are as cheap again 
as they have been; and from thence it is in- 
tended it ſhould be inferred, that there is no ( 
Neceſſity for the allowing the Importation 
of them from Ireland; I have made ſome 
Inquiry into the Truth of the Affair, and 
find, that though Hes and Calves Skins 
are now cheap, the low. Price has not ſub- 
ſiſted for more than two or three Months; 
that is, ſince the meeting of the Parliament. 
We have heard of an artificial high Price 
being given for Corn, in. order to raiſe the 
Price of Bread, and* grind the Face of the 
Poor ; and, I doubt not, but the engroſſers 
in the Leather way underſtand their Bu- 
kineſs as well as they, and have it as much 
| in 


1 


3 

in their Power (to uſe their own Phraſe) 
5 throw down the Market, when it ſuits 
their a5 in this. Caſe it does doubly ; 
and an Engroſſer always likes his Knife the 


better for having two Edges, and his Bread 
for being buttered, on 


th Sides; and he 
can with ds little Remorſe eat up half a 
Score - Butchers for Breakfaſt, as the. like 
Number of 2 or the Poor that 
wear them, for Supper; and ſhould the 
Bilk 2 allowing the 1 nportation be defeated 
by this Artifſce, we ſhall, after they have 

all they can, Ibn hear of another 
ice 2 we mall be told, is occafioned 
the great Demand, though it will have 


ther” Foundation than their keeping 


their Orders back till all is over. As to the 
Argument, chat the Importation of Cattle, 
Tallow: and Hides, will not only difable the 
Grazier from paying his Rent, ba ruin his 


Family; it is a known Truth, that they liv- 
ed as W 3870 when 175 was at two 


| by a. Tas as the Prgroffers know. their 


Trade too well to raife the Price before they 
_ boon moſt of them out. The re- 


lieving 


ES. 
lieving the Diſtreſſes of the Poor (and by the 
way, the. middling People are not. a little 
pinched by the high Price of the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life) is well worthy the Attention of 
the Legiſlature ; but there is another cogent 
Reaſon for their allowing the Importation 
of the above Articles from Ireland ; that is; 
if we do not take them from them ourſelyes; 
our hereditary Enemies, the French, (by the 
Help of neutral Bottoms) will ; and I have 
heard it aſſerted by People of very good un- 
derſtanding, that they can neither victual a 
Fleet, nor their Settlements in the Weſt-In- 
dies ſubſiſt, without the Iriſh Provifions ; and 
I know no method ſo effectual to prevent 
them from having. them; and conſequently _ 
wounding their Power in the Vital Part, as 

bringing them over here; | 


Engroſſing is almoſt cozval with Trade; 
it was much practiſed in Solomon's Time, 
or he would not have ſaid ſuch ſevere Things 
of it; as, he that withaldeth the Corn, the 
People ſhall curſe bi mz &c. Another of the 
ſacred Writers calls an Engroſſer a Man of 
Blood and a, Murderer; and Iſaiah re- 
proaches the Engroſſers of his Days, with 
ating the People up as it were Bread; but 
neyer was reduced ſo much to a Syſtem 


D a 


( 18 ) hy 
as now. Till there was an A. paſſed to 
oblige them to unload Turbot and Lobſters 
withirt a litnitted time; they Were engroſſed, 
ant thougli' there Was a Veſſel 1 15 0. 
& Tn of Löbſters at Anchor in the Hope, 
the Lend Market was fed with but 1000 
or 1 £&81Each* Market Day. Milk has been 
attempted t be engtoffef ; and "that ne- 
ceſſetty Article of Life, Hutter, was once en- 
groitd intſuch a Manner by one” Man, and 
. 4656001." did it, that no on elſę could ſup- 
phy die Gorernment; and had they nor 

found means to ſupply the Navy with Triſh 
Butter, He rnuſt Have had his own Price; 
as it was, the Log of that Demand laid him 
at the Hublick's Mercy, and his Teeth wete 
ſo effectually filed, that he never lived to at- 
tempt"the *grinding the Poor again. The 
Poor in the beſt of times fare hard enough, 
and therefore every Attempt to oppreſs them 
ought to be cruſhed ; and though for Want 
of Education they cannot expreſs their Griev- 
" ances with that Propriety which is neceſſary, 
neither are they able to tee Counſel who can; 
yet in me'they ſhall ever find a free and rea- 
dy Advocate! God forbid! that, I ſhould, 
(whilſt I have Ability) forbear to plead their 
Cauſe againſt the Oppreſſor, and him who b; 
too mighty for them, I am yours &c. 
An OLD ENGLISHMAN- 


." 
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LETTER V. 


SIR, 


[HAT great Help to the Poor, Potatoes, 
4 haying been this Winter double the 
Price they uſed to be, I was at a Loſs to ac- 
count for it, till falling in Company with a 
Gentleman who comes out of Kent, he told 
me he knew.a Man in that County who had 
cleared a Thou and Pounds by Potatoes, and 
therefore, the high Price could not proceed 

from any Scarcity 175 indeed I never 
heard of the Crop of Potatoes failing) but 
from. the Growers of Potatoes governin 

the Price of, them by the Price of Bread: 

the Butchers do the Price of Meat, 

by the Quantity and Price of Fiſh at Billings- 
Gate ; for it is not above a Summer or two 
ag0, ſince I faw a Butcher in Leaden-hall 
Market pull up his Breeches, and after ſtroak- 


mg 5 


1 
" 


TP} | 
ing his fat Belly, (66) thanked God that 
there was no Mackarel at the Gate, as of 
_ courſe he would be under no Neceflity of 
burying his Meat, to keep the Price up, The 
Cheeſmonger, in like manner, governs thy 
Price of Butter and Cheeſe by the Price of 
Meat; and ſomebody, who wants to be ei- 

er a Member or an Alderman, has engroſ- 
ſed the Butter, which is no two Pence 4 


Pound dearer than uſual, as Cheeſe is a Pen» 
my: if not three Haltpence, © 


My Barber, yrho is a Man of Veracity as 
well as ſenſe, aſſured me, that when Bread 
was at the late high Price (which, had not 
tho Parliament, upon whom may the Bleſ- 
fings of thePooreverattend, taken it into their 
Conſideration wauld have continued to the 
next Haryeſt) it coſt him (as he is ten in Fa- 
mily) ſeven Shillings per Week extraordina- 
ry. That the Reader may judge how the 
 middling People of London are affected b 
the high Price of the Neceſſaries of Life, 
haye drawn up the following Eſtimate of the 
extradionary Expences of a Barber Who 1 
D 
12 8. | d, 


For Bread, at 75, a Week, is per 
Annum.— — 185 Q 


{( a9) | 

For 36 lb. of Meat, at 3 Half 

pence per Ib. is 45, 6d, per week 11 140 

Six C. weight of Hair Powder alt 

_ Tos. per advance. — — 3 
our Ib. of Candles per week, at. 

3 3 Halfpenceper Ib. —— 1 
Oil and Soap, at leaſt —— 1 
Butter, Cheeſe, Salt, &c. —— 3 


O 


lb. 


Tho' Coals are not engroſſed, yet 
the War has advanced them 10s. - 
per Chaldron; ſo allowing five 


— 


2 10 © 
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40 15 0: 


The Number of Houſes in London, Weſt- 
minſter and Southwark, are computed to be 
130,000 ; now if we allow 70,000 of them 
to be inhabited by the Poor, opt of whom 
(as there is no getting Blood out of a Poſt) 
there could be no more than 81, per An- 

num ſqueezed, there will remain 60,000, 
who one with another are ten in Family, and 
conſequently, if the Price of Bread had con- 

tinued, muſt have paid 3 5l. Annum 
each, and the Account would have ſtood as 
follows, viz, Feet: 


- Cog << ID 4 - 4 SPS 


AP 


| 60,000 


bo cso Houſes at 341. per an. {2,100,660 


* "% : * 
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50,000 Houſes at 81. per an. 560,000 


yet een 
- Two : Millions-'fix Hundred and ſix 
Thouſand Pounds to be divided amongſt the 


Engroſſers; but as it is too much for one 


Years Profit, I hope the Legiſlature will tax 
the Bill; and take off a Cypher or two, for 


the Benefit of the middling People, as well as 


the Poor. It gives me great Pleaſure to fee 
the Corporations of Norwich; Canterbury, 


Liverpool, Nottingham; Barnſtable and Ti- 


verton, petition for a free Importation; but am 
ſorry that London hath not had the Honour 
of taking the Lead, which can proceed from 


no other Cauſe but what the Ptophet ob- 
ſerves, That thoſe who reft upon their Bed: of 
Tvory, are but lightly affefted with the Aflic- 
tions of Foſeph: a 


We imitate the French in their Follies, 


and Phould be glad if we did it in our pru- 


dentWire of the Poor. Tath infor tied by 4 
Perſon that has carried Corn thither, that 
their Goveriitheht, when a Veſſel with Corn 


arrives, order the” Bell- men to give Publick 
Notice of it, and no one Perſon is (under a ſe- 


Vere 


, (8) 
vere Penalty) allowed to purchaſe more than 
his Family can conſume ; and the Maſter of 
the Veſſel is obliged if the Poor have not Mo- 
' ney enough to buy a Buſhel, to open his 
 Hatches to ſuppl xpply / Sd with half a Buſhel 
at a Time. we a Law of that Kind in 
Force 8 adie to Engroſſing. I am, Sir, 


Your humble Kr uam 


An Gerin 


— 


— — — — 


BETTER VI. 


8 IR. 


N a e Letter I took Notice of the 

prudent, Management of the F rench in 
Regard to Corn in times of Scarcity. To- 
iT I have been convinced of the Neceſſity 
of following their Example, by a Friend of 
mine (who has given me leave to make uſe 
of his Name if called upon) affuring me that 
he was at Salisbury on Saturday the 4th of 
March - laſt, which is the Market Pay, 
where he ſaw, in an Inn Yard, twenty-five 
Sacks of Corn, by way of Samples ; and that 


whilſt he was there a * Woman gy * 
< buy 


} 


a. Buſhel: Upon which the Seller 


buy 
1 her for a 3 and told her he 


would, not ſell leſs than a Load, and if he 

could help it never would. Upon which the 
Creature went away, and with 

io} ly ſaid, ſhe muſt try elſewher 

tho ſhe did not know where to go; and in 

all Probability was compelled to buy Flour 

at the Miller's Price. 

Though we have not only a great but 
double Crop of Graſs laſt Year, Hay, which 
uſed to be 4 288. to 368. the Load, is 
now 31. per Load; and no wonder, if what 
Iam told is true, that the grand Market is 
- under the Direction of one Man. 

The City of Coventry has lately petitioried 
for a free Importation, and if the City of 

London does not (which 1 hope it will) I. 
hope the poor: ſtarving Manufacturers of 


Spital-fields will regard their own Intereſt 
better than to omit it; 


Thoſe ravenous Wolves, the Engroſirs; 
are come down upon us in ſuch Numbers, 
and in ſuch various Shapes, that if ſome 
Method is not taken to prevent them, they 


will bot only devour the Poor, buy the mid- 


_ __ allo; Yr cnt 11 
Fun ost. 
| An 'OLd Evora; 
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LETTER VIII. 


1 5 


Toben the Poor of Old En gland are 
not yet reduced to eat Graſs Le Hay, 
a8 Wade neger did; yet a little Exami- 
nation into the Uſes of Hay, will prove that 
it is almoſt. as much a neceſſary of Life as 
Bread. Tis true, that a Coach and Horſes 
are not abſolutely neceſſary for a Gentleman, 
as the Behaviour of the Man is what in re- 
ality conſtitutes the Character; and that 
there are great Number of Saddle Horſes 
kept in this Town for Pleaſure; yet to any 
Man who knows any thing of the Manner 
in which Trade is now carrying on, it is ſelf- 
evident that, to a great Number of Tradeſ- 
men, an Horſe is as abſolutely neceſſary as 
a Shop or Warehouſe. There are alſo 800 
Hackney Coachmen, (who though they 
keep their Coaches) are very far from being 
There are alſo 420 free Carmen, - 

Ws: amongſt 


oy 
AGES 
w 
1 > * 
— - 


FO 

amongſt whom there are many poor Wi- 
dows ; and there are . N Num- 
ber of Higlers, &. who canhot carry on 
their Müfinels without Horſes. Now to all 
theſe honeſt induſtrious poor People, the 
raiſing the Price of Hay is equally oppreſ- 
ſive with the raiſing the Price of Bread: 
And as there is not one Cow-keeper in ten 
who makes Hay enough to fodder his Cat- 
tle all the Winter, their Noſes alſo are held 
down ta the Engroſſers Grindſtone. 


The engroſſing of Hay is far from being 
a new thing. I can remember, that near 
forty Vears ago it bore ſuch a Price in Lon- 
don, that the Hampſhire Farmers (though 
at towards 208. per Load Expence) found 
their Account in ſending it twenty computed 
Miles by Land Carriage to Chertſey, and 
from thence by Water to London: And 1 
very much queſtion, as Wednesbury Coals 
were lately fold at 41. per Load at Tow- 
ceſter, whether it would not be worth the 
while of the Farmers of the hither Parts of 
-Buckingham and Northamptonſhires to bring 
up a Load of Hay and carry down a Load of 
Coals; and were the People in the Out Ports 
to preſs Hay into a narrow Compaſs (and I 
am told a Truſs can be preſſed into little 

Ko. * A more 


ited, 


T1 „ co tides ns nn BEE AS 8 


680 


Square) it might anftwer 


nere thy 2 Ft 


2 Up in that mantier from any Patt 
| and © 


r Scotland ; and perhaps, As. no 
t Ever thought of getting y prohi- 
m Ireland alfo. If the high Price 
of Hay EShiliites, the Price of Milk will al- 


2 


0 be raiſed | upon the Poor. 


Though thy Writings rv that ene 


we the Poor more 85 1 do7 yet I ſhould 


of great Irjtiſtice 1 1 4 ad not ac- 
ny fo Hit th 5 themſelves” ats not 
105 fes = hs? Agen of Being En- 
puts though at prefent there is nd Law 
h them for K. "Tis true they. can- 

not be charged with foreſtalling; but eve 


one who has had as much Intercourſe wi 


them as I have, Khows that they and 4 
middling People have engroſſed much more 
than their Share of that very ſcarce and va- 


Juable Commodity Honeſty ; but as it is what 


other Engroſſers dom make Uſe of, they 


might have a Patent to engroſs the whole for 
aught that they care. The Devil of it is, 
that the Houſe of Commons, and the new 
Miniſtry, have engroſſed it alſo, and that in 
ſuch a Degree as has not been known for 
Ages; I would therefore adviſe the En- 
F to beſtir their Stumps * next 

e "ton 


(30) 
cle, no not even Eggs, which has heaped 
the Vigilance and Avarice of Engroſſers) con- 
a 7 upon ey, Felle fr th 
o great Propriety, for the 

free Importation of Cattle. 


I am told, a I hope i 1 trus; 
that the binmilliohers of the ictualling 
Office have, notwithſtanding all their cun- 

high out-witted the Hog-Jobbers ; fot if the 
high Price of Bacon (as the Beſt is ten Pence 


Kafls Wer it ; and Care Hus been Bud 
5775 chat they Walt Have no Bu Ra SH 

they Lan briti 1 5 Paldtes to Feli It 
Tate in the Room of it, tfiey muſt eat in 
FLO for Lard oat of courts be We their 


ea 


"As _ ein aße er th yur 
PFs rathet than to tht 250 ſtarve, th 

Price of Labour (if the high Price of the Ne- 
Eſfaries of Life is ſuffered to continue) muſt 
be doubled; and if the French, by the cheap- 
nefs of IL Labour are enabled to under ſell us, 
in that Sheet-Anchor of our Trade, the 
Woollen Manufactury, even whilft_ Labour 
I at the prefetit Price what but inevitable 


** muſt attend dur Trade in every — 


© Pound) continues, che Pot muſt eat their 
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if he Price of Labour be doubled ? I there. 
fore hope that every Man who wiſhes well to 
the Proſperity of this Kingdom, will exert 
himſelf to the utmoſt to prevent the i | 
ing Calamity, which the Engroſſers (if not 


Ae ei Aue 


An OLD ENGLISHMAN. 


P. S. If (as that true Patriot Mr. Papillion, 
who was Member for Dover, aſſerted) it is 
Trade alone that has advanced the Value and 
Rent of Lands Tenfold, muſtnotthe Landhold- 
ers (if by overſtraining the Bow it is broken, 
and Trade undone) be involved in one com- 
mon Ruin with the Reſt; and if by being 
dammed up too high, the Courſe of the Ri- 
ver is forced into another Channel, it willi 
be in vain to endeavour to bring it back. 
Dagenham-Breach, by being neglected, grew 
from being but a Yard or two wide, to be 
2 and deep enough to draw a Ship into its 

Orte x. 8 | 


Great Benefit has accrued to the Proprie- 
tors of the Funds, by the Law which mak 


3 | 


t F208 

all Contracts mae 3 and Lenin tit 
thing, ex the free Importation from Ire- 
land 1 contribute ſo much ta the 
Aboliſhing thoſe wicked and deſtructive Prac- 
tices of foreſtalling and. engroſſing, as a 
La to make all Contracts for Time, of the 
Neceſſaries of Life, void in Law. An En- 
groſſer then could not, as they now do, con- 
tract for five, nay perhaps ten Times as much 
as he is worth; to be delivered many Months 
after, and paid for as he takes away ; and by 
this Means alone he is enabled to feed, not 
kr Poor only, but the whole Bills of Mor- 
+ with A Tea-Spoon, inſtead of a Table 


* * The Poors Rate of the. Pariſh of St. 
LGS Shoreditch, is advanced from five 
Quarters to ſeven, for which they have no 

Perſon to thank but the Engro ers; and 
I-ſhould not be ſurpriſed (if engtoſſi ing 1s ſuf- 
fered to go on) to hear of 3 its being advanced 
to ten Orte. | 


e 
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LETTER IX. 


11. 


Tober Lam no Soldier, i kü too 
much of Generalſhip to expend all my 
Amunition at the firſt Onſet, and therefore 
have reſerved u Charge of Double Round 
and Partridge for thoſe very godd Friends to 
the Poor, the Engro 09 Te Leather. 
I is almoſt twe ears ago ſince 1 kde 
a Set of very Pang Merchants of my Ac- 
quaintanee, who, finding the London Mar- 
being wats Eeather too dear for the Italian, and 
to the Trade, ht3 
e wih a Pan en 
of b at Peterſburgh; and ſent it to 
Leghorn: Now though two thouſand pounds 
might center in England for Freight, In- 
ET und Profit; yet there needs no 


that ten thouſand cen⸗ 
weed in a Radha for the Prime Coſt ; and as 


they found their Account in the Adventure, 
I know it was repeated. And ſuppoſing they 
were the firſt Adventurers, yet, as Leather 
has kept riſing at the London Market ever 
ſince, it is highly probable that they were 
followed by other Engliſh and Dutch Mer- 
chants, and therefore there is no Abſurdity 
in ſuppoſing that the Italian Market may 
be ſupplied with an hundred © thouſand 
Pounds Worth of Ruſſia Leather, inſtead of 


ſo much Engliſh, and therefore the Impor- 


tation of Raw Hides and Calve-Skins from 


Ireland may fave our Merchants the Trou- 


ble of the long, dangerous, and expenſive 


Voyage from Petersburgh to Leghorn. 


e ee 


fruitful, it may if properly managed, as 1 
hope it will, be more valuable to England 
than the Mines of Peru are to the Spaniards. 
Next to the free Importation of Tallow, Cat- 
tle, Hides, and Butter from thence, there 


are three Things that ſeem abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to deſtroy the pernicious Practice of 


Engroſſing, viz. to prevent the ſelling of 
Corn by Sample; the obliging the Farmer 


to ſupply the Poor with ſmall Quantities at 
| 5 9 55 Price; and to N Con- 


the 
tracts. for the Neceſſaries of Life for time, 


void 


| 
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void in Law. For the firſt and ſecond, a 
proper Penalty for the Perſon who ſells by 
Sample, or refuſes, when his Corn is in the 
Market, to ſupply the Poor with Corn in 
{mall Quantities, would be ſufficient ; and 
the other would, if put in Execution, be 

roductive of great Advantages to every body 
Gur the Engroſſers. If there was Plenty, 
the Public and the Poor would reap the Ad- 


vantage, and the Farmers and Graziers 
would, when the „ <a Fingers were 
ave a better Price. 


kept out of the Job, 
If there was a Scarcity, they, and not the 


an Engroſſer could not then (as he now does) 


ſit in his Compting-Houſe, and diſpatch 


the ſame Poſt Orders to his Factors in half a 
dozen Counties, to buy up all before them, 
and have it executed before it 1s poſſible for 


been doing in Yorkſhire, 


As the Seaſon is very favourable, I hope 
the Cries of the Poor have entered the Ears 
of the God of Mercy ; that he may make 
bare his Arm, and make ready his Bow, 
againſt thoſe greateſt of all Oppreſſors, the 
Engroſſers, and deliver the Poor out of their 

2 F 2 Teeth 


En 33 would enjoy the Profit of it, as 


the Dairy-men in Suffolk to know what has 


(36) | 
Teeth, by a HAIG, is the fincere 
Prayer « „ ; 


Your bumble 8 ervant, 
An QLD EnGLisHMAn, 


P. S. As I have been the City's Mouth 
{as the Recorder told King Charles he was) 
as'well as the Poor's, I make no doubt, (as 
they will not know what to do with the In- 
come of the Conduct Mead Eftate) but they 
will ſettle the uſual Salary, which they al- 
ways give their Mouths, upon me. In the 
mean time, leſt they ſhould defer it till Fe- 
lix's more courenient Seaſon, if Dublin, 
Corke, &c, in Ireland, or the Corporations 
in England, who bave petitioned for a free 
Importation, have a mipd to preſent me with 
their ſeveral Freedoms, neatly wrapped up 
in an 100 l. Bank Note, I will receive them 
with all the Politeneſs a Man, who has not 
been at Court ſincę the Birth of the Marquis 
of Carnarvon, is capable of; and I will — 

due Care, that my Maid Mary, who upon 
that Occaſion will officiate as Gentleman 


| Pts 123 take no F es. 
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2. ͤ CLECCLELS 


LETTER X. 
—— PO WF ao 
HEN I took up my Pen to defend the 


. 


W 


and him who hath none to help him, againſt 
the Engroſſers, I thought that three or four 
Letters would have been ſufficient ; but alas! 
I did not conſider how many Heads this 
Hydra had, nor how ſoon, when they 


were cut off, new . ones would ſpring up 3 
e 


nor how wide the Ruin with which 


whole Nation is - threatened would ſpread. 


Matter of every Man's ſerious conſideration 

flows upon me ſo faſt, that, like Atlas with 
the Globe upon his Shoulders, I am forced to 
bend beneath the Weight, The Engroſſers 
of Corn have again reared their Heads, and 
ppened their relentleſs Jaws, to devour the 


* 


Cauſe of the Widow, the Fatherleſs 
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Poor; and Bread, Sir, Bread is raiſed upon 
them again. Upon the prohibiting Diſtilling 
of Corn, and allowing the Importation, f 
joined the general Joy, and hoped that the 
Poor would have had the Pleaſure of bleſſin 
their Guardian Angels, the Parliament, whil 
they cat it ; but alas! Foreſtallers and En- 
groſſers are not ſo eaſily managed; they can 
out-do the ſubtle Fox.in all his Windings 
and Doublings ; as they can raife the Price 
to ſerve their Purpoſe, ſo they can fall it to 
anſwer the ſame Ends ; and the ſudden Fall 
of Bread upon paſſing the Act, was equally 
artificial with the pretended Scarcity, and the 
Offspring of a wicked Defign to prevent an 
Importation, by makin the honeſt, gene- 
rous, fair Merchant (who with a laudable 
Intention of ſupplying the Exigencies of the 
Poor, and the- Public with Corn at a moder- 
ate Profit, brought it in) loſe by the Adven- 
ture. Their Knife, upon this Occaſion, 
hed two Edges, and both as ſharp as Ra- 
Kors, they have ſtopt the Importation, and 
at the ſame Time, in all Probability, have 
engroſſed a great deal of Enghth Corn, by 
bubbling the rich Farmer out of it, with the 
ſpecious Pretence that there would be vaſt 
Quantities imported and Corn of courſe fall 
down to nothing. 7 4 
By 
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By this means they have turned what was 
before but a Blockade, into a regular Siege, 
and will have it too much in their Power to 
create a Famine, where God has made none; 
for I muſt hear better Reaſons for a Scarcity, 
than I have yet met with, before I will be- 
lieve, that a Country, which within theſe five 
Years has exported, in two Years Time, 
between three and four Millions worth of 
Corn, without any conſiderable Advance in 
the Market, ſhould be all at once fo exhauſ- 
ted, as not to have enough left for the Sub- 
ſiſtance of its Inhabitants. It is pretended 
that the laſt Crop was a Crop of Straw, but 
not of Grain; but I am aſſured by a Gen- 
tleman of credit, that a Relation-of his, who 
is but a middling Farmer, got 5ool. by 
his laſt Crop of Wheat only. Thongh the 
Engroſſers have never a Court Card in their 
Hands but the Knave; yet, as I am fearful 
that they have got all the Reſt of the Trumps, 
they will be able to play the Game out to 
their own liking: For the old Proverb, of 
a burnt Child dreading the Fire, will deter 
the Merchants from making a ſecond At- 


| tempt againſt a Set of People, who hitherto 
| have been an Over-match not only for the + 
; People but the Legiſlature alſo. Something 
| ly wt 


mare. 


more miuſt therefore be done, and as the Par: 
liament is fitting, I hope there will. Per- 
haps a Bounty on Importation would do, or 
if, as, thank God! there are many People 
of great Fortunes in this City, whoſe Souls 
are all Benevolence, a Subſcription (under 


the Direction of Gentlemen of Probity) was 


to be opened, for the. carrying on an Impor- 
tation, though. it, ſhould. be attended with 
t make the Engroſſers lower 


Nur humble, Servant; 
An Orp EnGLISSMAN: 


P. S. As che Dutch, and through them 
the Ins 1 Os Ships _ I 
riſh Beef at ſeven or eight Shillings per Hun- 
. 
Wi lit un r twenty ei ht Shillings; 
ſuppoſi 1 by allowing the | — wr of 
live Catrle, whilit Beef in England, is for the 
Benefit of the Poor, reduced to two- Pence 
Halfpenny per Pound, it ſhould be raiſed in 
Ireland to two-Pence, would not our Mer- 
chants victual nearer upon à Par with them? 
And would not the Engliſh Proprietors of 


and | 
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ind Gentlemen who reſide here, be greatly 
benefited by the Advance of the Price and 
Rent of their Lands; and of coutſe a great 
Part of the additional Profit ariſing from the 
Advance of Proviſions ſent to' Foreigners; 
center in England? | 

** A Gentleman, whoſe Veracity I can 


told, by a Miller of reputatioh, who lives 
within five Miles of London, that there is 
now more Flour in Town than ever was 
known. 


© 

- . 
* 8 0 — *— —— — * 
* — — — — „ 


LETTER XI. 


e e ST 
\ ORE Matter; Sir; more melancholy 


1 Matter to employ the Pen of the Old 


Engliſhman, ſprings up. The Engroſlers 
of Cattle unwilling to be out done by their 
Brethren in other Branches, in fleecing the 
Poor and middling People of this City, not- 
withſtanding that twelve Oxen were lately 
lold by a Lincolnſhire Grazier for the enor- 


and twenty Lambs have been ſold for twenty 
Pounds, they are not content with the pre- 
tent Price of Meat, and are raiſing every 

G 3 


depend on, aſſures me, that he was this Day 


mous dum of three Hundred and two Pounds 
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Kind of it they can. Moſt of our old Pro. 
verbs have their Foundation in Experience 
and Truth; and there is one, which I hope, 
upon this Occaſion will be verified, viz. The 
more Miſchief the more Sport; and there. 
fore they ſhall have my Conſent to advance 
the Price of Meat a Farthing per Pound eve- 
ry Day till the third Reading of the Bill, 2 
it will do the Pocr more Service, than if tl 
employed twenty Counſel in their Behalf, 
So far am I therefore from grudging the 
Price I now pay, that I would with greater 
Pleaſure than ever I did any thing in my 
Life, give a Shilling per Pound for Beef the 
Day before the third Reading of the Cattle 
Bill, as I then would appear at the Bar of the 
Houſe as Attorney-General for the Poor, 
And I own the raiſing of the Price of Meat i; 
with me a good Omen; it looks as if the En- 
groſſers have tried their Strength, and deſ- 
pair of Succeſs, and therefore are reſolved to 
make Hay while the Sun ſhines, and die 
hard. Indeed a true Leach never leaves off 
ſucking the Blood of the poor Patient whilſt 
he can keep his hold. 
Nor can I compare the Cafe of the Poor 
at preſent to any thing elſe, with ſo much 
Propriety, as to Seneca in the Bath, with al 
his Veins open. | 
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ie Lam very ſorry that whilſt we haye ſo ma- 
"I ny capable Men in this Town, no one clfe 
ce takes up his Pen in the Behalf of the Poor; 
e- and that I muſt, as Elijah did, when he 
25 pleaded the Cauſe of God againſt Baal, ſtand 
ey forth? in the Cauſe of the Poor alone. 

If, | 1 Your bumble Servant, | 
he 1 An OLD ENGLISHMAN. 
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LETTER XII. 


8 IR, 
1 old Spaniſh Probverb ſays, that. 
no Enemy is a little one ; I ſhall there- 
fore mike bold to anſwer a Letter in Lloyd's. 
Evening Poſt, eſpecially as the good Gen- | 
tleman (whodatesit from Norfolk, Hampton, 
March 23. and figns it W. C.) has very 
kindly furniſhed me with 8 Argu- 
ments for the free Importation, than any I 
have yet met with. As the Angel Ithuriel 
has favoured me with the uſe 9 the 8 pear, 
with which he made the Devil when Sg was. 
whiſpering at Eve's Ear in the Shape of a 
Toad, appear in propria perſona, if I do not 
make him, and his Brethren the Engroſſers, 
appear in their prope Ch I never will 
write again, 
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I ſhall quote him fairly, and anſwer him 
Paragraph by Paragraph. He begins as fol- 
lows; Meat being ſcarce and dear in moſt 
Places, the chief Topic of Diſcourſe is, 
about the means to prevent it. I take the 
© Freedom to give my Opinion, both as to 
* the Cauſe and the Remedy, in hopes it 
may be a means to ſatisfy the Minds of 
the lower Claſs of People, and cauſe them 
f- to have a frugal Patience under the Scar- 
* city it hath. pleaſed God to ſend, ; (horrid 
* Impiety ! mark how the Crocodile weeps 
over his Prey!) and at the ſame time be 
an uſetul Hint to the much better Judg- 
ment of (the Hoyle of Commons I ſuppole) 
my Superiors. I ſhall fix my Poſition 
(very | honeſtly !)* according to the old 
Proverb, : U Corn, up Horn, Our Fleſh 
Meats ariſe from the three following; Beef 
and Veal fram the neat Beaſt ; Mutton 
and Lamb from the Sheep; Bacon, Pork, 
and Pigs, from the Swine; and when any 
ol the three: fails in producing its Propor- 
F* tion, the others will naturally riſe - in Price. 
That we have a ſufficient Quantity of Cat- 
«tle in England is plain” - 
Very good, Sit; I readily allow it, and 
my Anſwer ſhall be pithy and ſhort, If we 
have Cattle enough, why are the Poor H 
R 8 g 
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the whole Kingdom obliged to pay fifty per 
Cent. more for Meat? Can you aſſign any 
other Cauſe hut Engroſſing? And can there 


be any better Way to deſtroy that wicked 


Practice, than to allow a free Importation ? 
In the next Place, he beſtows near twen- 
Lines to point out the many dreadful Con- 

equences that would have enſued, had the 

laſt Winter been a hard one. To which I 

reply, that bleſſed be God far it, the laſt 

Winter was not a hard one. wy 
In the next Place, (to intimidate thoſe 

true Patriots, who have eſpouſed the Cauſe 


of the Poor, from purſuing the glorious Plan 


they have begun till it is brought to Perfec- 
tion) he tells us, I therefore cannot ſee 
* any Benefit (I hope to God, tho' the Poor 
and the Public will, no Engroſſer may) 
* it will be to bring the Iriſh Cattle here, 
which will take nine or twelve Months to 
* make them fit to kill, if Land could be 
* found to graze them on ; this will be the 
* Conſequence of it, that Gentlemen will 
reduce their Tenants lean Stock one Half, 
* without making one Pound of fat Beef 
more A Touch with my Spear will make 
all theſe dreadful Conſequences vaniſn. 

Indeed, good Sir, you had better have 
ſtuck to your Norwich Nog, than have. 


wrote 


EF 
wrote. A Friend of mine, who is a Gen- 
tleman of large F ortune, and Brother to a 
Nobleman of Diſtinction in Ireland, aſſures 
me, that there is a Law in Ireland, which 
prohibits the Exportation of lean' Cattle from 
thence ; and therefore, when they come o- 
ver they muſt be fat; that is as fat as they 
are killed there for Shipping, and this Beef is 
ſurely better for the Poor than none; and I 
hope there will be Graſs enough for them to 
bait and reſt themſelves, after the long and 
dangerous Voyage of 24 Hours. 

In the NE Place he allows That the 
Rot amongſt the Sheep has ſwept away 
"= Numbers, fo that they do not at pre- 

nt produce the Quantity of Meat they 
_ * ſhould.” A moſt excellent Argument for 

the Importation of Cattle ! But here follows 
a better. He tells us, that in a common 
Corn Year we produce 800,000 Corn- fed 
Hogs; and that it is his humble Opinion! 
(and hang me if I difagree with him) that 
that this laſt Vear, allowing for Difference 
of Weight, we did not produce above 400,000, 
Ergo, the Importation of a ſuitable Quantity 
of Cattle to make good that Deficiency, is 
. abſolutely neceſſary. As my Wife longs for 
ſome Iriſh Pork, I dare fay, as the Majority 
ol both Houſes are married Men, they will 


have 


FN. 
have too tender a Regard for the fair Sex to 
baulk her. is WY > 
After telling us that Meat will not be 
cheaper till the Diſtillers are allowed to diſtill 
Grain, he has the Impudence to tell us, that 
if we went to bed by Day-Light, we ſhould 
have no Occaſion to complain of the Price of 
Candles ! very pretty, indeed! Will he 
maintain the Poor Spital Fields Weavers, 
who, tho' they work many Hours by Candle 
Light, can only get Bread without Meat. 
My Maid has a Brother there who taſtes 
Meat but once a Week, and would not al- 
ways do that if ſhe did not help him. | 
While his Hand was in, he might have 
recommended another Saving to the middling 
People, if not the Poor, by drinking Water 
and with equal Modeſty. I am, Sir, 
. Your humble Servant. 
An OLD ENGLISH MAN. 
P. S. There is a moſt excellent Letter in 
the ſame Paper from South-Wales, which, 
with great Juſtice complains of the rich Far- 
mers engroſſing the F arms in the whole 
Neighbourhood (and indeed I knew one in 
Hampſhire, who engroſſed Farms to the 
Tune of a 1000l: per Annum, and ſtarved 
every Body about him) and That three 
* Ships from Milford Haven, one from Car- 
55 . digan 
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0 digan, * another from Swanſey 9 , carried 
60o Paſſengers to Penſylvania, to get that 
Bread there they could not eat at Home laſt 
Vear, and that two Ships more have gone on 
the ſame Errand this. 

That the Publie may gueſs at the Con- 
ſcience of a Norfolk Farmer; I had it from 
a Friend of mine who lives there, that his 
Uncle, when Corn was. laſt dear, hoarded 
up ſo much, and kept it ſo long, till the 
Difference between the Price he could have 
ſold it at, and the Price he did ſell at, was 
a Loſs to him of no leſs than 3 5ool: May 
all Engroſſers ſhare the ſame Fate 
I am well info:med, that about a fort- 
night ' ſince. there were more Corn Veſſels 
in the River than ever were known in the 
Memory of Man ; and that a Farmer told 
a Perſon that deals in Horſes, that they 
would have their own Prices for Hay and 
Straw. To which the other replied, That 
ſo they had. Aye, ſays he, we have got 
© you ava and we will keep you down ; 
* IT have an hundred Load of my own Straw, 
and have bought fifty more of my Neigh- 
* bours, and will make Dung of half of it, 
rather than not keep up the Price.” Are 

ſuch Vultu es as theſe to be ſuffered to prey 
upon the Vitals of the Poor ? , 


(45 * 
| ir the Truth of this is diſputed, 1 cari 
quote Chapter and Verſe for it. If they are 
allowed to goon, I expect to read, that Far- 
mer Gripe-all has match'd his Grey 


Market for 00 Guineas. 


I ami aſſuted by a Perſon of Diſtinction, 


ho has a conſiderable Eſtate in the Pariſh 


of St. John Southwark; that the Poor's Rate 


of that Pariſh is advanced from two or three 
Quarters, to no leſs than eight. Is not this 
fi 


they not be heard and redrefſed | The 8 
may be dumb whulſt it is ſheering ; but 
it not bleat whilſt it is flaying alive? It is 
_ ſuppoſed that 4000 Families are now tops 
ported by Private 3 


Mare 
againſt his Grace's Dun Colt, to run at New- 


cient matter for a Petition from the Out- 
Pariſhes in the Bills of Mortality ? And will | 
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